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“Decentralisation Meets Local Complexity 
brings together insights from eight case 
studies in Latin America and South Asia 
that provide nuanced descriptions and 
analyses of the experiences of decentral-
ised natural resource management. The 
studies are compared in a non-reductionist 
way through an interpretative frame-work 
drawing upon various contemporary state–
society theories and human–environment 
perspectives. 

The book goes beyond an identifica-
tion of universal mechanisms of effective 
decentralisation. It provides a useful  
examination of how political contestations 
within and between heterogeneous com-
munities and a non-monolithic state pro-
duce complex and often unintended out-
comes for the management of natural  
resources as well as for the realisation of 
political participation as a fundamental 
human right. Decentralisation Meets  
Complexity is an invaluable resource for 
both practitioners and researchers in the 
field of decentralisation and community-
based natural resource management.” 
 
René Véron, University of Guelph, Canada 
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